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A LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

The annual report you are about to read is a testament 
to the persistence and resilience of our industry. The 
past year has seen a new administration in Washington, 
more historic flooding and ever-fluctuating markets. 
It is the investments we’ve made in our lands and our 
crops that help us dig in and weather the storm when 
adversity strikes.

There is always uncertainty in our federal government, 
but the ushering in of a new administration is often an 
especially tumultuous time in farming and regulation. 
The past years shows that this last transition is no 
exception, and, in some ways, an extreme example. 
We are continuing our work to protect Arkansas’s rice 
industry while regulations change and as we prepare for 
the next Farm Bill.

Determination is a word synonymous with farmers, 
the expectation that we will do what it takes to get our 
crop to market and take care of our families. Thankfully, 
we are able to depend on each other in Arkansas. Our 
shared concerns for stewardship and legacy make us 
all stronger, whether in times of success or those of 
challenges.

So read this report with pride in that determination 
that sets us apart. We are ready for whatever Nature and 
Man have in store for us, because we are Arkansas Rice.

Sincerely,

Dow Brantley
Chairman, Arkansas Rice Federation

“We are ready for whatever Nature and Man have in 
store for us, because we are Arkansas Rice.”
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Organized and held quarterly board meetings of the Arkansas Rice Council, Arkansas Rice Farmers and 
Arkansas Rice Federation
Coordinated regular conference calls on issues of importance to Board leadership
Answer constituent requests for industry information and promotional items
Created and distributed quarterly activity reports to membership
Held organizational board member elections

TRADE ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT

WORKING WITH INDUSTRY

INTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Arkansas Rice serves as the industry’s eyes and ears at stakeholder meetings across the state:
Agricultural Council of Arkansas Board Meetings 
Arkansas Rice Research and Promotion Board Meetings
Riceland Annual Meeting & Producers Rice Mill Annual Meeting
Arkansas Farm Bureau Annual Meeting and Convention
Arkansas Agriculture Hall of Fame Ceremony
Arkansas State Plant Board Meetings
Arkansas Agriculture Board Meetings
Arkansas State University AgriBusiness Conference
Simmons Bank Agri Summit
Rice Research and Promotion Board Meetings
Arkansas Water Foundation Meetings
Natural Resources Conservation Services Meetings
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USA RICE FEDERATION LIASON

ARKANSAS RICE MILLERS AND MERCHANTS ORGANIZATION

Arkansas Rice communicates daily with the staff of USA Rice to ensure our organization is coordinating 
efficiently and effectively. The Arkansas Rice Federation also participates in a variety of USA Rice Committees 
and Task Forces to help keep the industry up to date on current events and industry issues. 

Arkansas Rice worked closely with miller and merchant representatives to provide representation on the 
Arkansas Rice Federation Board.  This effort will allow better coordination on policy and promotion activity 
and provide for a united voice at the state and federal levels.

NOTHING IN THIS WORLD CAN TAKE THE PLACE OF PERSISTENCE. 
TALENT WILL NOT; NOTHING IS MORE COMMON THAN UNSUCCESSFUL MEN 
WITH TALENT. GENIUS WILL NOT; UNREWARDED GENIUS IS ALMOST A PROVERB. 
EDUCATION WILL NOT; THE WORLD IS FULL OF EDUCATED DERELICTS. 

“

”PERSISTENCE AND DETERMINATION ALONE ARE OMNIPOTENT.
- Calvin Coolidge
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EVENT COORDINATION

ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT AND

2016 OUTLOOK CONFERENCE

ARKANSAS RICE ANNUAL MEETINGS

USA RICE ANNUAL MEETINGS

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE • DECEMBER 7-9, 2016

STUTTGART, ARKANSAS

DALLAS, TEXAS • JULY 8-11, 2017

This year’s Arkansas Rice annual meeting was 
held on Friday, January 27, 2017 at the Grand 
Prairie Center in Stuttgart resulted in a record-
setting number of sponsorships.

·      Attendees: 310
·      Sponsors: 43
 
In addition to an industry trade-show, Break-
out sessions gave participants the opportunity to 
learn about additional resources to utilize as they 
prepared for the next growing season. 

Amanda Mathis, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) Partnership 
coordinator, highlighted federal resources that might be new to farmers, and a panel of Arkansas farmers 
discussed the inner workings and opportunities of carbon credits. 
U.S. Congressman Rick Crawford, Arkansas Agriculture Secretary Wes Ward and USA Rice President and CEO 
Betsy Ward were all in attendance for the event, which focused on providing growers with tools and resources 
that could positively affect their bottom line. 
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More than 30 Arkansas rice farmers, millers and merchants 
all participated in the annual fly-in in Washington, D.C. in 
February. Members visited the U.S. State Department, the 
U.S. Trade Representative, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Food and Drug Administration, and nearly a 
dozen meetings with sub-agencies of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to share their priorities and concerns 
on the horizon for 2017. Members also visited over 50 
Congressional offices throughout the 3-day Conference. 
House and Senate Agriculture Committee Chairmen, Mike 
Conaway (R-TX) and Pat Roberts (R-KS), were keynote 
speakers for the Conference’s General Session. The Chairmen 
primarily focused their remarks on the state of the farm 
economy and their outlook for the 115th Congress. The 
Chairmen shared their enthusiasm for getting the 2018 Farm 
Bill completed as soon as possible to provide certainty for the 
agriculture community.
GAC participants highlighted the importance of preserving 
NAFTA this week, explaining the vital markets provided 
by trade with Mexico and Canada for U.S.-grown 
rice. Attendees also the discussed the need to step up 
enforcement of existing trade agreements against key global 
competitors, getting the U.S.-China phytosanitary protocol 
signed, and prospects for bilateral trade deals with Japan and 
the United Kingdom.

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS CONFERENCE
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPDATE
Throughout the duration of the 91st General Assembly, Noble Strategies identified 
a few key issues as legislative priorities for the Arkansas Rice Federation.

TAX CUTS AND CREDITS

EFFICIENCIES

We started the session with ambitions of securing financial assistance for our farmers on water, irrigation wells 
and conservation. However, after the governor’s tax cuts were approved, our strategy shifted from proactive to 
defensive as hundreds of interests scrambled to keep their piece of a shrinking general revenue pie. We were able 
to preserve the tax cuts Sen. Jonathan Dismang helped us secure in the past. Although no formal plan has been 
made public, Governor Hutchinson is in the beginning stages of developing a tax commission to review existing 
exemptions. 

Sen. Eddie Cheatham carried SB729 to address the declining groundwater levels across the state. This law will 
provide tax credits and encourage the installation of impoundments and water control structures used primarily 
for agricultural, commercial, or industrial purposes. It will also extend the maximum time that unused credit 
may be carried over from 9 to 15 consecutive years. Greater incentives for surface water use will benefit many 
critical groundwater areas in rice-growing regions.

HB1725 by Rep. Dan Douglas was proposed based on the Governor’s priority to increase efficiencies across state 
government. The legislation was intended to streamline processes within the Arkansas Agriculture Department 
and would have lead to over $600,000 in annual savings. The bill would not affect the current promotion boards 
or appointment processes, but would improve activities regarding personnel and property. Agricultural Council 
of Arkansas, Arkansas Cattlemen’s Association and The Poultry Federation all spoke in favor of the legislation. 
Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation worked in opposition to the Governor’s plan. The Arkansas Rice Federation 
remained neutral. The bill failed on second reading  and debatably lead to further discussions at the capitol 
regarding the potential cutting of agricultural tax exemptions.
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DICAMBA
SB501, now Act 778, by Sen. Blake Johnson increases maximum 
penalties for egregious violations of the misuse of dicamba or related 
products to $25,000. It directs the first $1,000 of the penalty to the 
Arkansas State Plant Board Scholarship program. Of the amount in 
excess of $1,000, 40% is to be used for the University of Arkansas 
Cooperative Extension Service and 60% is to be used for Arkansas 
State Plant Board Scholarship program.  HB1692 by Rep. David 
Hillman also proposed an increase in fines, but routed half the 
excess to the state’s General Revenue Fund and half to Division of 
Agriculture and Arkansas Agriculture employee training. It was tabled 
in committee.

HB2211 by Rep. Michael John Gray amends Arkansas code regarding 
the transportation of agricultural products so that the State Highway 

Commission may issue an annual permit to authorize the movement of a tractor trailer with a minimum 
of five axels. The State Highway and Transportation Department will coordinate with the Agriculture 
Department to promulgate rules and criteria necessary for implementation. 

There was no legislative activity affecting any commodity checkoff program, giving us time to make plans 
for improving the rice checkoff in the future. Avoiding threats to the Arkansas’s rice check-off program 
was another success for the industry as a whole. SB267 appropriated funds to the Arkansas Agriculture 
Department for fiscal 2017-18 operations.

Even with the session complete, the Arkansas Rice Federation continues to lay the groundwork in 
anticipation of future challenges for the industry.

FUNDING

HIGHWAYS
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The Arkansas Rice Federation team will continue working with our federal delegation and closely monitoring 
these important policies. As always, the Arkansas Rice team works to maintain positive working relationships 
with Arkansas’s congressional delegation and key Congressional leadership. On behalf of the Rice Federation, 
our team met with federal leaders throughout the year to advocate on behalf of Arkansas’s rice industry.
 

The Arkansas Rice Federation team continues to work tirelessly with members of the Arkansas General 
Assembly to provide education and position ourselves as thought leaders on issues related to the Arkansas rice 
industry. In the last year, the General Assembly met for a fiscal session and several special sessions, on issues 
unrelated to the rice industry. As we look toward 2018 and the beginning of the Fiscal Session in January, we will 
continue monitoring any legislative changes that may impact the rice industry. 

In late June, Arkansas Rep. Rick Crawford put on hold a proposed update to legislation that would lift financing 
restrictions on U.S. agricultural exports due to lack of support from Florida Reps. Iliena Ros Lehiten and Mario 
Diaz Balart. The proposal was designed to allay the Cuban-American lawmakers’ concerns about the potential 
thawing of relations between the two countries by imposing a 2 percent transaction fee on all agricultural sales 
to Cuba. Sellers would pay the fee, and the revenue would be directed to the thousands of U.S. companies and 
citizens that have certified claims of property confiscated by the Cuban government. Crawford is willing to 
continue to work with the Florida lawmakers again, but for now will pursue passage of his original bill, H.R. 
525, that would allow U.S. agricultural goods to be sold to Cuba using credit instead of cash up front or through 
third-party guarantees, the current requirement due to the embargo. The legislation has 41 mostly Republican 
cosponsors and broad support from the U.S. farming industry.

President Trump signed an executive order in April directing the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to review the Obama administration's "Waters of the United States" rule 
(WOTUS), "paving the way for elimination" of the rule. The rule, issued by the EPA and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers during the Obama administration and formally known as the Clean Water Rule, is currently on 
hold due to legal challenges.  Included in Trump's order are instructions for the attorney general to freeze those 
courtroom proceedings while the review is underway. 

New EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt requested states’ input on the rule in June. The Arkansas Rice team worked 
with Secretary Ward to submit comments and concerns on behalf of the industry. This revision is a significant 
opportunity to allow farmers to continue advancing e our industry without hindering this progress by infringing 
on private property rights through overreaching regulation.

Arkansas’s “checkoff ” programs are essential to the promotion and research of agriculture throughout the state. 
These programs benefit farmers throughout Arkansas and are vital to our state’s continued agricultural legacy. 
There are better ways to avoid future calamities than raiding these programs and establishing an indemnity 
fund to protect the business decisions of a select group of farmers. The Arkansas Rice Federation has attended 
numerous public hearings, given multiple testimonies and worked diligently to ensure that our growers’ best 
interest is communicated to legislators across the state. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

STATE GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS

CUBA AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS ACT

WOTUS

REGULATORY UPDATE

CHECKOFF
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LOOKING AHEAD

 
As more attention continues to develop around the topic of rice farmers burning fields after harvest, the 
Arkansas Rice Federation will monitor these activities while maintaining contact with lawmakers and 
local leadership in northeast Arkansas. A proactive approach to this issue can have the ability to prevent 
further regulation of Arkansas rice producers.

Arkansas Rice was actively involved in shaping the current Farm Bill legislation. The 2014 Farm Bill 
extends commodity conservation, crop insurance, trade, nutrition, and other important policies through 
2018. Additional legislation will be needed to continue those programs into 2019 and beyond. Efforts have 
already begun as we prepare for the 2019 Farm Bill.

A legislative task force has been charged with providing a comprehensive review of current state tax policy 
in advance of the 2019 legislative session. Beginning in June of 2016, the group began analyzing the tax 
code including agricultural tax exemptions. Arkansas Rice has worked with other industry organizations 
to monitor the group’s progress as well as gage ag industry priorities and strategies to protect a potential 
loss of exemptions.

FIELD BURNING

FARM BILL

TAX EXEMPTIONS
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The Arkansas Rice Federation has been a key partner along with USA Rice and Ducks Unlimited in securing 
and implementing the six state $10 million Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP), of which 
$2.2 million of Environmental Quality Incentives Programs (EQIP)  have been deployed on Arkansas’ working 
ricelands, and 50,000 acres of Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) will be deployed later this year.
 
The Rice Stewardship Partnership also recently secured an additional $7 million dollar RCPP, with funds again 
targeted towards working ricelands.  This newest RCPP, is a Mid-South program that will include MO, AR, MS, 
and LA with AR signups to begin later this year.  The Partnership’s conservation focused team now consists of an 
AR field staff of 4 with an increasing capacity.  

CONSERVATION

RICE STEWARDSHIP PARTNERSHIP



In January, President Trump sent a Memorandum to the (USTR) instructing the Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative to inform the 11 other Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) partners that the United States is 
withdrawing from the agreement and any TPP-related negotiations.  This action effectively stops the agreement 
as negotiated in 2015 because U.S. enactment is necessary for the agreement to enter into legal force. USA Rice 
considered the TPP as deficient, and did not adopt a position on the agreement pending assurances on the 
reported gains for U.S. rice, primarily in Japan.

The memorandum also stated the administration's intention to deal one-on-one with other countries in bilateral 
trade negotiations, and instructed USTR "...to begin pursuing, wherever possible, bilateral trade negotiations to 
promote American industry, protect American workers, and raise American wages."   

TRADE

TPP
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“PRESERVING TRADE AGREEMENTS THAT WORK AND HOLDING OUR TRADING 
PARTNERS ACCOUNTABLE THAT DON’T LIVE UP TO THEIR OBLIGATIONS WAS OUR 
MESSAGE IN MEETINGS WITH USDA AND THE U.S. TRADE REPRESENTATIVE’S OFFICE,” 

- Carl Brothers, COO, Riceland Foods, Inc.

arkansasrice.org

TRQ
The TRQ funds obtained by the Promotion Board through the free trade agreement between the United States 
and Colombia generated for domestic rice research are a positive thing for the Arkansas rice industry. These 
funds are generated for domestic rice research and continue to advance the industry. We support the board’s 
stewardship and efforts to ensure that Arkansas remains the number one producer of rice in the country.
Colombia Rice Export Quota, Inc. (COL-Rice) on June 2, 2016, successfully completed the second auction 
scheduled for 2016. COL-Rice announced the winning bid for TRQ certificates covering 13,694 metric tons. A 
successful award covering 65,972 metric tons was made in early February, 2016. There remains a third COL-
Rice auction covering 14,543 metric tons to be held October 13, 2016. The total TRQ tonnage for 2016 is 94,209 
metric tons. The tonnage to be auctioned in 2017 will increase 4.5 percent to 98,448 metric tons.

The Colombian government informed the United States in early February that it has begun the process of 
removing existing restrictions on the import of U.S. paddy rice.  USA Rice was informed of this positive news by 
USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) recently.

Colombia has emerged as a significant market for U.S. rice, primarily long grain milled, since the trade 
agreement came into effect in 2012.  U.S. exports were 140,000 MT of rice in 2016, valued at $58.2 million.  
Import duties on U.S. rice phase out gradually, and end in 2030.  In exchange for this phase out, increasing 
amounts of U.S. rice enter the country duty free each year under what is called a tariff rate quota (TRQ) - 
98,448 MT in 2017 - and, significantly, research activities in the six rice-producing states share the profits from 
auctioning access under the TRQ.  In 2016, revenue to the six states exceeded $13 million.
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Arkansas Rice Executive Director Ben Noble joined Governor Asa 
Hutchinson on a trade mission to China in October. China’s government 
claims “phytosanitary issues,” essentially food-safety regulations, are 
preventing Arkansas rice from reaching Chinese markets. At the same time, 
China has established phytosanitary protocols with 11 different countries: 
Cambodia, India, Japan, South Korea, Laos, Myanmar, Pakistan, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Uruguay, and Vietnam. Gov. Hutchinson has also made a personal 
appeal to the Chinese to take the actions necessary to open their borders to 
Arkansas rice. Trade policy around the world is almost always contentious, 
but one constant remains critical to success: relationships. Gov. Hutchinson 
understands this and should be applauded for his efforts to strengthen 
existing relationships, while forging new ones that can develop into future 
opportunities.

As the Trump administration works to evaluate current trade deals, 
maintaining or improving competitiveness of the rice industry continues to be 
a priority. 
Recent commentaries indicate the U.S., Canada and Mexico agree that certain 
parts of NAFTA should be “modernized,” and all parties want policies that 
promote growth. The technical areas to prepare for and discuss regarding 
the NAFTA rice trade are likely apparent for those who are in that trade 
daily. But the U.S. rice industry has a diverse stakeholder group. This NAFTA 
renegotiation is a fresh look for all concerned, and the political setting is still 
developing. We will proceed accordingly, and make no assumptions about any 
party’s understanding or expectations.

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue, Arkansas Governor Asa 
Hutchinson, and members of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation, 
including Senator John Boozman and Congressmen French Hill, Steve 
Womack, and Rick Crawford toured the devastation caused by flooding around 
northeast Arkansas from the air on May 7, 2016.      
A news conference was held after Sunday’s flyover tour at the State Police 
Hangar at TAC Air here. Governor Hutchinson thanked Secretary Perdue 
for taking the time to survey the damage and listen to the needs of impacted 
communities and farmers.
“I want the farmers in Arkansas to know that the resources of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture will be at their disposal,” said Perdue.  “Our 
people are already on the ground around the state looking and helping.  We’ll 
do everything in our power to make sure that your farmers can continue 
on, certainly crop insurance is a big part of that, and we want them to take 
advantage of all of the resources of the USDA. From a farmer’s perspective, I’ve 
been there.  I know the thrill of a wonderful crop, and the despair of flooding 
and drought.  Farmers are the most productive citizens we’ve got in this 
country.”
Many farmers have been affected by the flooding in the mid-south and while 
the scope of damage is still to be determined, a preliminary assessment by the 
University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture puts total crop loss at 
$64.5 million.  Rice is the crop loss leader at $29.96 million.

CHINA

NAFTA

FLOODING

REGULATORY UPDATE
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POLITICAL GIVING ACTIVITIES
ARKANSAS RICE PAC - FEDERAL
• Issued solicitation letter to all members of Arkansas   
   Rice Farmers
• Attended USA Rice PAC fundraiser event in Memphis
• Coordinated PAC fundraiser for Congressman Rick 
   Crawford
• Helpful in providing PLC payments, which were 
   crucial to Arkansas farmers
• Contributed to Governor Asa Hutchinson, 
   Congressman Bruce Westerman and Senator John 
   Boozman
• Sponsored PAC fundraisers for the following campaigns:
   Conaway for Congress
   Garamendi for Congress
   Hartzler for Congress
   Palazzo for Congress
   Cassidy for Senate
   Kennedy for Senate
 

• Donated to multiple Senate and House Candidates that 
   won their elections
• Held PAC reception following the Arkansas Rice Annual 
• Meeting at the Arkansas County Bank
• Distributed post card solicitation to all rice farmers in 
   the state
• Attended Gillett Coon Supper and corresponding events

Arkansasricepac.com was created and designed to provide 
a simple explanation on the significance of Rice PAC 
giving and activities. This also provides more information 
about work done by the PAC as well as upcoming events.

ARKANSAS RICE PAC - STATE

PAC ONLINE
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TELLING OUR STORY

FEEDING ARKANSANS

Throughout the year, the Arkansas Rice Council attends local events all across the state to raise awareness and 
promote Arkansas Rice. Some examples of these events include:
 Arkansas Flower and Garden Show
 Arkansas Grown Trade Show
 Arkansas Rice Annual Meeting
 Arkansas Rice Expo
 Arkansas State University Agribusiness Conference
 Hillcrest Harvestfest
 Magnolia Blossom Festival
 Midsouth Farm and Gin Show
 Riverfest 
 Russellville Balloon Fest
 Simmons Agribusiness Conference
 University of Arkansas Razorbash
 USA Rice Outlook in Memphis
 

This September, the Arkansas rice industry donated 116,900 pounds of rice to the Arkansas Food Bank in honor 
of National Rice Month. The donation will provide more than 1.1 million servings of rice for hungry Arkansas 
families.  Participating rice processors included Windmill Rice Company, Riceland Foods, Inc., Cormier Rice 
Milling, Producers Rice Mill, Viviana Foods, Southwind Rice Mill and Specialty Rice, Inc.  

"The Arkansas rice industry is committed to being good 
stewards of our resources and helping to alleviate hunger 
in our state," Arkansas Rice Council President Jeff Rutledge 
said. "We take great pride in our partnership with the 
Arkansas Foodbank and appreciate their efforts to feed our 
hungry neighbors."
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Press releases distributed to statewide media for Rice Month Kick-off, 
proclamation signing and Rice Depot donation
 Proclamation ceremony with Governor Hutchinson at the State 
 Capitol
 September 29, 2016
 Annual donation from the rice industry of over 100,000 pounds  
 of rice to the Arkansas Rice Depot
 September 29, 2016

Challenge of 30 tweets for #ArkansasRiceMonth was distributed to 208 
FFA classes and 450 Family and Consumer Science classes.

Two $500 scholarships/prizes allocated to incentivize participation.

In addition to the schedule of tweets, other posts including contests 
or collaboration with new partners are also scheduled to increase 
exposure.

Four lessons were created to explain the history, health benefits and 
economic impact the rice industry has across the state.

MEDIA

SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST

NEW CURRICULUM DEVELOPED

SEPTEMBER RICE MONTH 

30 tweets for 
#arkansasricemonth

@ricearkansas

1. September is #ArkansasRiceMonth! Join us to learn about the #rice industry  
    through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat. Stay tuned!

2. #FarmFactFriday Arkansas grows rice on approximately 1.6M acres this year, 
   producing over 50% of the nation’s rice. #ArkansasRiceMonth

3. Help support local farmers during #ArkansasRiceMonth. RT as your pledge to 
   consume Arkansas-grown #rice once a week during September!

4. Did you know? Rice is Arkansas’ second highest value commodity and the 
    top agricultural export in our state?! #ArkansasRiceMonth

5. Checkout snapchat with Tori Pohlner for today’s #rice info 
    Username: RiceArkansas! #ArkansasRiceMonth #EatARrice

6. Checkout Facebook Live with Kelly Vaught, farmer’s wife and teacher, this 
    morning as we take a peek around her classroom! #ArkansasRiceMonth

7. The Arkansas Rice industry contributes more than $4B to Arkansas’ economy 
     annually, and account for 25,000+ jobs. #ArkansasRiceMonth

week 1 | September 1 – 7
8. When making rice, double up! Rice keeps in the fridge for up to 5 days, 
   or frozen for up to 6 months. #EatARrice #ArkansasRiceMonth

9. #FarmFactFriday Rice is a versatile go-to for quick nutritional energy. 
    Remember, 1/2 cup serving is only 100 calories! #ArkansasRiceMonth

10. Over the past 20 years rice farmers have decreased land use by 35%, 
      energy use by 38% and water use by 53%. #ArkansasRiceMonth

11. The Arkansas Rice industry donated 1.1M servings of rice to the Arkansas 
      Rice Depot to serve those with food insecurity. #ArkansasRiceMonth

12. One cup cooked enriched white rice has 23% of the folic acid 
      you need every day. #EatARrice #ArkansasRiceMonth

13. Checkout Facebook Live with Jennifer James, rice producer, 
      as we explore her family farm in Newport, AR! #ArkansasRiceMonth

14. In Arkansas, managed rice fields and natural wetlands provide the single 
     most important wintering area for North America’s mallards. 
    @DU #ArkansasRiceMonth

15. Rice is grown in over 40 counties in Arkansas. 
      The top five rice-producing counties include Arkansas, Poinsett, 
       Cross, Lawrence and Lonoke! #ArkansasRiceMonth

week 2 | September 8 – 15

17. Did you know? Arkansas is home to 2,500 rice farms. 
      #SupportLocalGrowers #ArkansasRiceMonth

18. September is #ArkansasRiceMonth, so #ThinkRice when you’re shopping 
      for simple, nutritious, and sustainable foods! #EatARrice

19. Naturally sodium-, cholesterol-, trans fat-, and gluten-free, rice helps meet   
      guidelines for a healthful diet! #EatARrice #ArkansasRiceMonth

20. Checkout Facebook Live with Trevor Freemyer, Sustaiability Coordinator 
      for @Riceland! #EatARrice #ArkansasRiceMonth

21. By 2050, the world’s population will exceed 9 billion. 
      RT to #ThankAFarmer for growing our food supply. #ArkansasRiceMonth

23. #FarmFactFriday 96% of U.S. farms are family owned and operated. 
      The average American farmer feeds 154 people! #ArkansasRiceMonth

16. #FarmFactFriday Rice triggers your brain to produce serotonin, which boosts 
     mood and keeps appetite in check. #EatARrice #ArkanasRiceMonth

22. This September, celebrate Arkansas rice farmers, and their dedication to 
       producing a top quality, wholesome, and sustainable crop. 
       #ArkansasRiceMonth

week 3 | September 16 – 23

24. Did you know there are 29,000+ grains of rice in one pound of 
      long grain rice? #ThinkRice #ArkansasRiceMonth

25. When you choose US-grown rice, specifically from Arkansas, you 
      #SupportLocalGrowers that make our state thrive. #ArkansasRiceMonth

26. Rice sustains the environment! Working rice fields provide safe, 
      critical habitat for wildlife, like migratory ducks and geese. 
      #ThinkRice #ArkansasRiceMonth

27. Checkout Facebook Live with Johnny Sullivan from @Producers! 
      #ArkansasRiceMonth

28. Put some #rice on your plate, and support students in the agriculture 
      and food industries. #ArkansasRiceMonth

29. Did you know? Rice is only produced in six states, with Arkansas 
      being the number one producer. #ArkansasRiceMonth

30. It’s the last day of #ArkansasRiceMonth, but you can #ThinkRice 
      year-round – a sustainable food that works for all seasons!

week 4 | September 24 – 30
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In addition to interacting through booth opportunities, the Arkansas Rice 
Council has had extensive visibility throughout the year by acting as a sponsor 
for the following events:

 •  Ag for Autism 
 •  Ag Reader distributed by Arkansas Farm Bureau
 •  Arkansas Rice Festival
 •  Winrock’s Cuba Panel 
 •  Governor’s Cup
 •  King Biscuit Festival
 •  Wynne Farm Fest
 •  Serving Up Solutions
 • Arkansas Food Bank Harvest Night

The Arkansas Rice Council worked with the Department of Finance and 
Administration to develop the specialty license plate to promote Arkansas’s 
second highest value commodity and top agricultural export. The special 
Arkansas Rice license plate is now available in Department of Finance and 
Administration revenue offices. Specialty fees from the plates will help 
fund scholarships and education programs for students pursing a career in 
agriculture or the food industry. Any motor vehicle owner may obtain the 
Arkansas Rice license plate for the specialty registration fee of $35. To learn 
more, please call 501.682.4692 or visit dfa.arkansas.gov.
 
After two year’s of availability, 962 rice tags have been sold to help support the 
Arkansas rice industry.

SPONSORSHIPS AND EVENTS
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EARNED MEDIA
By serving as the industry’s primary media contact, Arkansas Rice successfully secured feature stories, interviews 
or quotes in the following media outlets:
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette
Talk Business and Politics
Arkansas Business
Jonesboro Sun
Stuttgart Daily Leader
DeWitt Era-Enterprise
Grand Prairie Herald
Clay County Courier
Crittenden County Times
Daily Citizen
DeQueen Bee
Eagle Democrat

Malvern Daily Record
Modern News
Russellville Courier
Ozark Spectator
Ashley News Observer 
Ashley County Ledger
The Associated Press
Delta Farm Press
Agri Arkansas
Arkansas Grown
Arkansas Money and Politics
Poinsett County Democrat Tribune 

In addition to acting as a resource for consumers, the Arkansas Rice website also connected consumers with 
the Arkansas Rice e-commerce platform, where 174 items were sold for profit online this year. A total of 446 
Arkansas Rice products were sold altogether since the start of the fiscal year in August.

WEBSITE

TELEVISION

5,099

24.5%
ANNUAL GROWTH

15.7%

ANNUAL 
GROWTH

TOP FIVE

L I T T L E  R O C K

DALLAS • WYNNE • STUTTGART

J O N E S B O R O

C I T I E S

51% MALE | 49% FEMALE
AVERAGE TWEET
P E R  M O N T H
I M P R E S S I O N S

ANNUAL
GROWTH

F O L L O W E R S 1,546
F O L L O W E R S

67% MALE

33% 

FEMALE

99.4 K

8.3K

SOCIAL MEDIA

@ARKANSASRICE @RICEARKANSAS @ARKANSASRICE

KAIT Region 8 News, KARK 4 News, Fox 16 News, KTHV Channel 11, KATV 7 News
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Spearheaded by USA Rice, P.F. Chang's participated in Rice Month for the 
second consecutive year. The national chain committed to donating one bowl 
of rice to help feed hungry Americans for every sushi roll purchased during 
September. P.F. Chang’s promoted the RiceGivings program in their 210 
restaurants with tabletop signs as well as special promotional pens filled with 
U.S.-grown rice that were distributed with each diner's check.  They also created 
a dedicated rice webpage to promote RiceGiving and their new Farm to Wok™ 
rice video, featuring Arkansas rice farmers Dow Brantley and Jennifer James.
 
The video beautifully captures the artistry of rice farming and tells the story 
of the U.S.-grown grain that is integral to so many of the dishes featured on 
P.F. Chang's menu.  The video further emphasizes P.F. Chang's Farm to Wok™ 
philosophy of sourcing the highest quality ingredients and preparing them in 
a scratch kitchen.  P.F. Chang's restaurants use real, whole ingredients to make 
simple recipes every day that their guests have come to know and love.

BOWL FOR A ROLL

TV celebrity chef Sara Moulton filmed an episode for season six 
of her series, Sara’s Weeknight Meals, in Arkansas during April.  
Her New York-based production team joined up with technical 
and culinary crews out of Little Rock to take over 5 Oaks Lodge 
for the episode which will air in the fall of 2017 on PBS stations 
nationwide.

Moulton enlisted the help, and family recipes, of Hickory Ridge, 
Arkansas, rice farmer Eric Vaught, his wife Kelly, and their three 
children, Baxley, Sawyer, and Sam.

Vaught took Moulton out into some flooded rice fields and talked 
with her about the unique relationship between rice and waterfowl, 
and the common link that is water. He also explained how U.S. rice 
farmers use technology to require less water today than they did 
just 15 or 20 years ago. Vaught gave her some pointers for using 
duck calls, but the pair agreed her cooking was better than her 
calling.

“Sara enjoyed hearing about how we use water to create wildlife 
habitat that is obviously good for the ecosystem, but also helps 
us prepare the fields for the next year in a way that reduces our 
environmental footprint,” Vaught said.  “And why wouldn’t she? 
The conservation record of U.S.-grown rice is a great one.”

WEEKNIGHT MEALS



“Great works are performed not 
by strength, but by perseverance.”

- Samuel Jackson


